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Box No. I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 andA>r 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

1 -21 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1 -27 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing and/br any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded . " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 26-27 

No: Claims 1-25 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-27 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1-27 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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D1 : WO 02/24625 A (DR. REDDVS RESEARCH FOUNDATION; POTLAPALLY, 
RAJENDER, KUMAR; SIRIPRAG) 28 March 2002 (2002-03-28) 

D2: WO 03/027084 A (DR. REDDY'S LABORATORIES LTD; POTLAPALLY, 
RAJENDER, KUMAR; SIRIPRAGADA) 3 April 2003 (2003-04-03) 

D3: US-B1-6 258 850 (ANDERSSON KJELL) 10 July 2001 (2001-07-10) 

SECTION V: 

Novelty - The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of the claims 1-25 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT in view of 
the prior art documents D1 - D2. 

Accordingly D1 describes a process for the preparation of the S(-) isomer of 3-aryl-2- 
alkoxy propanoic acid which comprises the selective benzylation of L-tyrosine (see D1 : 
compound (14) to compound (15)) to yield (S)-2-amino-3-(4-benzyloxyphenyl)-propanoic 
acid; diazotisation using a diazotising agent to produce (S)-2-hydroxy-3-(4- 
benzyloxyphenyl)propanoic acid (see D1, compound (8a)); simultaneous etherification and 
esterification (see D1 , compound (9)); and deprotection of the protecting group to obtain a 
compound corresponding to compound (1a) according to the present application (see D1: 
compound (1); see page 8, lines 12-16; page 14, step (vii); and see also page 3, Scheme 
4; page 6, Scheme 6, "(15) - (8a)"; page 8, lines 12-16; page 9, lines 1-24; claims; see"D2: 
page 4, Scheme 4, "(22) - (11a*)"; page 12, Scheme 6, page 26, Example 8, steps I and 
ii). 

With regard to claims 26 and 27, the difference between D1/D2 and the subject-matter of 
claims 26 and 27 is that the process according to 26 and 27 relates to the preparation of 
the R(+) isomer of 3-aryl-2-alkoxy propanoic acid. Accordingly, instead of starting with L- 
tyrosine (see claims 1-25), the process according to claims 26 and 27 uses D-tyrosine as 
starting material, all the following steps being the same. 

At the light however of the detailed description provided in the prior art of the reaction 
sequence as described in the application, starting from the selective benzylation, 
diazotisation, etherification and esterification to the deprotection to obtain the target 
compound, also optically and chemically pure and without resolution, an inventive step 
cannot be recognized. 

Accordingly, the subject-matter of the application does not meet the requirements of Article 
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33() PCT, because the subject-matter of the claims does not involve an inventive step in 
the sense of Article 333) PCT. 
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